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THE MODERN LANGUAGE ASSOCIATION 
OF AMERICA. 



The twentieth annual meeting of the Modern Language 
Association of America was held at the Johns Hopkins 
University, Baltimore, Md., December 29, 30, 31, in accord- 
ance with the following invitation : 

Johns Hopkins University, Baltimore, Md., Dec. 18, 1901. 

The President and Trustees of the Johns Hopkins University hereby 
invite the Modern Language Association of America to meet at the Johns 
Hopkins University during the Christmas recess of the year 1902. 

Ira Bemsen, President of the Johns Hopkins University. 

All the sessions of the meeting, except the last, were held 
in McCoy Hall. The last session was held at the Woman's 
College of Baltimore, in Goucher Hall. Professor James W. 
Bright, President of the Association, presided at all. 



FIRST SESSION, MONDAY, DECEMBER 29. 

The Association met at 3.20 p. m. The session was opened 
by an address of welcome from Professor Basil L. Gildersleeve. 

The Secretary of the Association, Professor C. H. Grand- 
gent, submitted as his report the published Proceedings of the 
last annual meeting and the complete volume of the Publica- 
tions of the Association for 1902. He announced also that 
the Association has on hand a large number of copies of the 
Report of the Committee of Twelve, which would probably 
be put on sale at a small price. He reported, furthermore, 
that the Association, by a vote of the Executive Council, had 
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joined the American Philological Association in sending the 
following petition to the Trustees of the Carnegie Institution : 

On behalf of the scientific students of language as represented by the 
American Philological Association and the Modern Language Association, 
and at the direction of these organizations, we beg the earnest attention of 
the Trustees of the Carnegie Institution to the desirableness of fostering 
such opportunities for endowing research, investigation, and enlargement 
of accurate knowledge of Language as may from time to time be brought 
before them. In comparison with the wide range of application for 
furthering the welfare of the experimental sciences, the students of 
philology will have relatively infrequent occasion to solicit the support of 
the Carnegie Institution. But the character of the work of our two 
organizations alone, represented by over one thousand members, may well 
deserve the consideration of the Trustees of that body ; and we trust that 
the term ' science ' will be freely extended to those studies which deal with 
the problems of human speech. 

The report was approved. 

The Treasurer of the Association, Professor H. C. G. von 
Jagemann, submitted the following report : 

Eeceipts. 



Balance on hand, December 26, 1901 


. $1,814 02 


Annual dues from members and receipts 




from Subscribing Libraries : — 




For the year 1894, . 


. $ 3 00 


" " " 1895, . 


3 00 


" " " 1896, . 


3 00 


" " " 1897, . 


3 00 


" " " 1898, . 


12 00 


" " " 1899, . 


35 40 


" " " 1900, . 


61 20 


" " " 1901, . 


189 60 


" " " 1902, . 


. 1,756 79 


" " " 1903, • 


66 20 




$2,133 19 


Sale of PMicaiions, 1886-1902, . 


135 75 




52 87 












$2,505 81 




$4,319 83 



PROCEEDINGS FOR 1902. 



Expenditures. 

Publication of Vol. XVII, No. 1, and Eeprints, $258 67 

" " " " " 2, " " 336 76 

" " " " " 3, " " 296 20 

«t « <t « « 4 « u 44Q ^7 

r— $1,331 80 

The Secretary, 200 00 

Postage, 114 91 

Expressage, 6 75 

Telegrams, 2 30 

Freight 16 04 

Packing Cases, 6 50 

Labor, handling Pvblieatiom, etc., .... 11 30 

Clerical Assistance, 9 50 

Stationery and Job Printing, 96 70 

Typewriting, 8 40 

Central Division, 43 00 

Copy of Charter, 75 

Bank Discount, 6 00 

$1,853 95 

Balance on hand, December 29, 1902, 2,465 88 

$4,319 83 

The President of the Association, Professor James W. 
Bright, appointed the following committees : 

(1) To audit the Treasurer's report : Professor O. P. 

Emerson and Dr. K. McKenzie. 

(2) To recommend a place for the next annual meeting : 

Professors F. N. Scott, J. Y. Denney, J. P. Kinard, 
L. F. Mott, and Dr. F. I. Carpenter. 

(3) To nominate officers : Professors H. E. Greene, H. C. 

G. Brandt, F. Tupper, H. A. Eennert, and A. 
Gudeman. 

The Secretary having called attention to the inadequacy of 
the present constitution of the Association, it was voted that 
the Executive Council be requested to report at the next 
meeting a plan for the revision of the constitution. 

The reading of papers was then begun. 
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1. " Eecent Translations of Old English Poetry." By Dr. 
James M. Garnett, of Baltimore, Md. [See Publications, 
xvni, 3.] 

[A brief consideration of the translations of Beowulf by Lesslie Hall 
(1892), Earle (1892), Morris and Wyatt (1895 and 1898), Clark Hall 
(1901), and Tinker (1902); and of translations of other Old English 
Poems by Brooks (1892 and 1898), Gollancz (1892 and 1895), Boot (1899), 
Whitman (1900), Lesslie Hall (1902), and Cook and Tinker (1902). 
Various media of translation. — A fifteen-minute abstract.'] 

2. " The Gerund in Old English." By Dr. Thomas J. 
Farrar, of the Agnes Scott Institute, Decatur, Ga. 

[The results of an examination of the gerund as found in the published 
monuments of Old English prose and poetry ; a definition based on origin, 
form, and characteristics ; a statement of its uses for original expression 
and as a means of translation. — A fifteen-minute summary.] 

This paper was discussed by Professor J. W. Bright. 

3. " Stylistic Survivals in Grimm's Kinder- und Haus- 
marchen." By Professor B. J. Vos, of the Johns Hopkins 
University. 

[General stylistic character of the Kinder- und Hausmiirchen ; points of 
agreement with older usage in respect to diction, style, and syntax ; pro- 
nouns of address ; correspondence not a conscious repristination but genu- 
ine survivals. — Twenty minutes.'] 

4. " A Remote Analogue to the Miracle Play." By Pro- 
fessor Albert S. Cook, of Yale University. In the absence 
of the author, the paper was read by Dr. R. K. Root. [See 
Publications, xvm, 3.] 

[The dialogue between Joseph and Mary in Cynewulf s Christ is paral- 
leled in the sermons of certain of the Fathers. These dramatic develop- 
ments of a homiletical theme may be regarded as in some sense the pre- 
cursors of the miracle play. — A ten-minute summary.] 

5. " Notes on the Poema del Cid in further proof of its 
Spanish Nationality." By Dr. W. W. Comfort, of Haver- 
ford College. [To appear in Modern Philology, I, 2.] 
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[Taking the conclusions of Mila- 7 Fontanals (De la poesta heroico-popular 
eastellafta, pp. 463 ff.) as a starting-point, a study of the language of the 
Poema del Oid (Ed. Menehdez-Pidal) affords additional proof to the critic's 
theory of essential independence of the Spanish Epic from French models. 
— Brief mention of the traits the poem presents in common with the chan- 
sons de geste. Explanation of this resemblance, which is outweighed by 
more profound difference in the spirit of the poem, in historical references, 
in aims of the characters, and in local color. — Additional proof: the epic 
epithets, the popular expressions, the chevilles, the joglar's catch-words. — 
A len-minute summary.] 

6. " Michael Drayton, Dramatist." By Mr. L. Whitaker, 
of the Northeast Manual Training School, Philadelphia. [See 
Publications, xvirt, 3.] 

[Although Drayton's poetry is well known, his career as a dramatist is 
obscure and largely conjectural. Thirty-three plays have been attributed 
to his authorship, in whole or in part. Of these but nine are extant. It 
is the purpose of this paper to examine the positive data in order to test 
the theories and conjectures of such students as Mr. F. S. Fleay and Mr. 
Oliver Elton and to reconstruct, as far as possible, the career of Drayton as 
a dramatic author. By a study of the original sources contained in Hens- 
lowe's diary and in the dates and dedications of Drayton's numerous works, 
a new light is thrown upon the patronage extended by the Bedfords and 
the Gooderes, upon our author's relation to Philip Henslowe, and upon the 
interesting parallel between Shakspere and Drayton in the neglect by each 
of his dramatic work. Two reasons are assigned for this neglect in the 
case of Drayton : (1) When his play was accepted by Henslowe' s Company, 
it ceased to be the author's property ; (2) Drayton, like his master, Spenser, 
recognized his true power to be epic and not dramatic. — Twenty minutes.'] 

This paper was discussed by Professor H. E. Shepherd. 

At the close of the session, the members of the Association 
were received by Mr. and Mrs. Murray P. Brush. 

In the evening the members of the Association were enter- 
tained at the University Club. Professor Basil L. Gilder- 
sleeve, of the Johns Hopkins University, gave a smoke talk 
on "A Projected Clearing-House for Ancient and Modern 
Languages." 



